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Visiting Scholar, Department of Linguistics,

™ Introduction

The goal of our research project is to build a comprehensive
educational program for University of Shizuoka doctoral students
in the health sciences who need training and practice in order to
participate meaningfully in global conferences conducted in
English and to make effective conference presentations in English.
The Shizuoka Health Sciences English Program (SHEP) is a six
week study abroad program provided by the American Language
Program and the Institute for Japanese Studies at The Ohio State
University for the Global COE students. This program includes
classroom activities (listening, speaking, reading, and discussion),
poster and oral presentations, and tutorials, as well as the
opportunity of visiting research labs and interacting with
academic counterparts.

™ Results

All language skills were taught and practiced within the six-week
SHEP program, but with primary emphasis on listening, speaking,
presentation, and discussion skills. To the extent possible,
instruction took place within a broad health sciences context.
The students’ own research was used as the source of
presentation topics.

The following is a summary report of the SHEP from 2007 to
2011 based on 33 participants' TOEFL-IPT, Institutional Michigan
Test, and Speaking Proficiency Assessment Kit (SPEAK) scores.
(Note that 36 participated in the program during the period.)
The participants took the TOEFL-ITP in Shizuoka as a pre- and
post-program requirement. In addition, they took the Michigan
Test of English Language Proficiency (MTELP), the Listening
Comprehension Test (LCT), the Test of Written English (TWE),
and the SPEAK Test in the pre- and post-program sessions at
The Ohio State University.

Table | is an overall summary of the 33 participants’ mean scores
in the three components of TOEFL-ITP Test. As can be seen, the
participants improved in the listening and reading components,
not in the structure and expression component. Table 2 further
illustrates that the group of TOEFL-ITP 450-499 score range
benefited most from the SHEP in terms of the improvement in
English proficiency. The average Michigan test scores summarized
in Table 3 reveal the participants’ improvements in grammar,
listening, and writing, and more importantly for our discussion,
their essay writing skill rose from level 3 (some difficulty in
writing) to level 4 (basic writing) on average.

These results led us to the conclusion that the SHEP could
provide very effective instruction for Shizuoka graduate students
seeking to acquire scientific English proficiency for improving their
research presentation skills in the target language.

™ Perspectives

Two issues remain concerning how to help Shizuoka doctoral
students become meaningful participants in global conferences
and competitive presenters in English: First, they need to achieve
competence in oral Q & A skills in English, and second, they must
learn how to take the floor in discussion, not simply waiting for
their turn to come.

19924 fii i Uik 37 A2 IR %?%K%ﬁi’?f 1003 Xniveysitypof %outher}? Calltifon;i;a ermational e-mail  yoshimun@u-shizuoka-ken.ac.jp
! =T 3 e = ssociate Professor, Faculty of International .
e m,”’w_mft W:ﬂﬁff e, ety o S URL  http://langcom.u-shizuoka-
198447 ) 7a0=T KK s 1992 PhD, Department of Linguistics, University .
19774F  7VFAvY2au 7 KERFREE S5k - ofASouthern Cfalifornia (USC) . . o
SmAE (g bt MA. Department of Linguistics, University of Southern California
M:ti%k (%E§ﬁ§§m) 2 . 1977  EdM, ]faculty of Edug‘alﬁon, Universit’y of British Columbia
19714F B SABER S SO RS SUAE R A3 1971 B.A, Department of English, Meiji Gakuin University
1] [Table 1]
SHEP TOEFLITP 455 SHEP TOEFL-TP Mean Scores
AVE—ZT+ FRHERT HHER component pre-program post-program
Aita 45458 462.09 Total 454.58 462.09
BhE 44.24 4573 Participants Listening 4424 4573
(33) 46.12 4552 (n=33) Str. & Exp 46.12 4552
46 47.27 Reading 46 47.27
2] [Table 2]
BIERISHEP TOEFLATPYIL—7237 SHEP TOEFL-ITP Mean Scores by Proficiency Group
D7 St SN HRHERT e Component Pre-program _ Post-program
‘s 387.75 395.75 8 Total 387.75 395.75 8
350-399 : 3725 39.25 2 350 - 399 Listening 3725 39.25 2
(42) .75 39.75 -2 (n=4) Str. & Exp 41.75 39.75 -2
3725 39.25 25 Readin; 3725 39.25 25
4242 432.7 85 Total 4242 432.7 85
400 - 449 425 432 0.7 400 — 449 Listening 425 432 07
(104) 421 419 -0.2 (n=10) Str. & Exp 42.1 419 -02
427 443 1.6 Readin; 427 443 1.6
a5 469.54 480.46 10.92 Total 469.54 48046 1092
450 - 499 Dl =77 45.08 432 1.46 450 — 499 Listening 45.08 432 146
134) 3Gk - HEE 469 48.15 0.46 (n=13) Str. & Exp 47.69 48.15 046
V=F427 48 49.38 1.38 Readin; 48 49.38 1.38
a5 51733 5155 -1.83 Total 51733 5155 -1.83
500 - 550 YZRZ2Y 49.83 5233 25 500 - 550 Listening 49.83 5233 25
(642) 5233 49.67 -2.67 (n=6) Str. & Exp 5233 49.67 -2.67
53 52,67 -033 Readin; 53 52.67 -0.33
[&3] [Table 3]

FRISHEPEWAS Y HY TR NI R
Xk - & (100m) YRZVS(1005)  RIEX (6LAIV)  RE—+25(300m)

SHEP Michigan Test Scores by Component and Year
MTELP(100 max)  LCT(100 max) TWE (Essay 6 max) SPEAK (300 max)

T WEENE FEETE BAMARY (ETE BRME ETRS BAAE ETES Year Beginning End Beginning End Beginning End Beginning End
2011(6A) 68 74 70 738 3 37 1083 110 2011 (6) 68 74 70 738 3 37 1083 110
2010(7A) 611 63.3 62.6 733 32 45 814 100 2010 (7) 6l.l 633 626 733 32 45 814 100
2009(6A) 618 64.5 623 62.3 34 38 80 983 2009 (6) 61.8 645 623 623 34 38 80 83
2008(8A) 64.1 65.5 729 729 29 4.1 825 1113 2008 (8) 641 655 729 729 29 4.1 825 113

T 6375 66825 6695 70575 312 4025 8805 1049 Mean 6375 66825 6695 70575 3.125 4025 8805 1049
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